
After you get done with Trueflix…

• Go to the Activity Center and do the “Show 
What You Know” quiz and the Word Match

• http://online.seterra.net/en/vgp/3034

• Link above is online map quiz…do this

http://online.seterra.net/en/vgp/3034


Africa



5 Regions “South of the Sahara”

• Transition Zone

• East Africa

• West Africa

• Equatorial Africa

• South Africa



Transition Zone Countries
These countries are in the Transition Zone but can be 

considered as countries in the other 4 regions of Africa 
we will talk about

• Somalia

• Djibouti

• Guinea

• Guinea-Bissau

• Gambia

• Senegal



What is a Transition Zone?

• An area in which the land undergo a radical 
change

• Lies south of the Sahara

• In the African transition zone, the climate goes 
from arid  tropical



• The Sahel (the Arabic word for "shore“) marks 
the border between the desert area of the 
Sahara and the tropical savanna of Equatorial 
Africa.

• Few natural resources exist in the region.

• East of the Sahel is a region known as the 
Horn of Africa



• “The Human Chain”

• https://vimeo.com/81698809



Water Systems in the Sahel/Transition Zone

• Lake Chad

– Lifeline for 20 million

– Shrinking due to drought



Water Systems in the Sahel/Transition 
Zone

• Lake Volta

– One of the largest MAN-
MADE lakes in the world



Water Systems in the Sahel/Transition Zone
• Niger River (“Great 

River”)= main artery of 
Western Africa

• Blue Nile and White 
Nile: 2 main tributaries 
to the Nile



Religion and Culture

• Many different African languages are spoken 
throughout the sub region. French widely used 
because of colonial rule.

• Islam is the dominant religion in the north. 
Christianity is practiced south of the Transition 
Zone, along with many indigenous religions 
throughout the region.

• Axum, Kush, Mali, Songhai, Ghana, and Hausa 
States were all kingdoms and empires of the 
Transition Zone



“Diffusion: Muslim and non-Muslim Cultures” Pg. 
482-483

1. What is the climate and religion like to the north of the Sahel?
2. What is the climate/religion like to the south of the Sahel?
3. How did Islam spread into the region? 
4. When did the spread of Islamic culture occur?
5. Why did Christianity begin to spread?
6. What are the 3 things that the textbook says contributed to 

cultural diffusion in the transition zone?
7. Has cultural diffusion in Africa through interaction with other 

cultures been positive or negative for the Transition Zone?
8. According to the text, the Transition Zone is still a…
9. What country has been experiencing ongoing conflict since 1956?
10. What is going on in Darfur? How could the environment be 

potentially contributing to the conflict?



“For a generation, Somalia has been a byword for the 
suffering of a failed state.”



“Is the world about to watch 750,000 Somalis starve to death? The rains 
will start pounding down in the fall, but before any crops will grow, 

disease will bloom. Malaria, cholera, typhoid and measles will sweep 
through immune-suppressed populations, aid agencies say, killing 

countless malnourished people.”



“A combination of drought, war, restrictions on aid groups 
and years of chaos have pushed four million Somalis — more 

than half the population — into ‘crisis,’ according to the 
United Nations.”



Famine in Somalia

• http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2011/08
/03/world/africa/Somalia-Famine-Index.html

• http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2011/07
/15/world/africa/20110716_SOMALIA_GOBIG
.html#1

• http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2011/08
/10/world/africa/20110811_SOMALIA.html#1

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2011/08/03/w
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2011/07/15/world/africa/20110716_SOMALIA_GOBIG.html#1


East African Countries

• Burundi

• Ethiopia

• Kenya

• Rwanda

• Tanzania

• Uganda



Physical Geography

• Rift Valley= a crack in Earth’s 
surface created by the 
shifting of tectonic plates

• Fault= crack or break in 
Earth’s crust

• East African countries border 
the Red Sea and Indian 
Ocean

– Makes trade important



Physical Geography

• East Africa landscape full of escarpments and 
cataracts

– Escarpments= steep cliffs

– Cataracts= large waterfalls





Victoria Falls





The Great Rift Valley

• The Great Rift Valley is made up of 2 branches 
and each branch lies within a set of fault lines



The Great Rift Valley

• Western Rift Valley

– Tanzania, Burundi, Rwanda, Uganda

– Lake Tanganyika: one of deepest/longest 
freshwater lakes in world

• Eastern Rift Valley 

– Tanzania, Kenya, Ethiopia

– Flanked in east by Mount Kenya and Mount 
Kilimanjaro (volcanic mountains)





Mount Kilimanjaro 



Serengeti Plain
• Serengeti Plain making a home for millions of 

animals.

• Nature reserve

• Tanzania and Kenya



Serengeti Doc

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rsuc8ba
GMA0



Good Ole Colonialism

• European colonization impacted East Africa

• Independence movements in the 1960s freed 
countries from colonial rule

– Newly found independence led to internal conflict



Modern East Africa

• Most people in the subregion are either 
Christian or Muslim, but traditional animist 
religions are also practiced.

• English and French are lingua franca in East 
Africa



Modern East Africa
• Persistent issues for people in East Africa:

– HIV/AIDS

– Poor nutrition

– Overpopulation

– Famine



Modern East Africa
• East African countries rank as lowest/towards bottom on 

the HDI

– Human Development Index

– Ranks countries based on health, education, living standards



Export Crops and East Africa
pgs. 504-505

• Why do East Africans plant the crops that they 
do?

• How has East Africa’s colonial legacy 
influenced what crops are produced?

• Why is East African farming focused on 
growing one single crop?

• Why is single crop planting risky?

• What are East African governments doing to 
help farmers?



Rwandan Genocide Before we watch
TRUE OR FALSE

• The Tutsi ruled over Hutu for more than 100 years

• There are more Hutus than Tutsis in Rwanda

• Belgium was given control of Rwanda after WWII

• Identity cards made it easier to know whether 
someone was Hutu or Tutsi

• The Belgians treated the Hutu and Tutsi the same

• Fighting between the Hutu and Tutsi began after 
Rwanda was given independence from Belgium in 
1962



West African Countries
All West African countries have territory in 

Transition Zone except Cape Verde

• Benin

• Cape Verde

• Cote d’Ivoire

• Gambia

• Ghana

• Guinea

• Guinea-Bissau

• Liberia

• Nigeria

• Senegal

• Sierra Leone

• Togo





Physical Geography

• All west African countries, 
with the exception of Cape 
Verde, are coastal 
countries.

• Lagoons lie parallel to 
shoreline.

• Highlands:

– Guinea

– Cameroon









Physical Geography

• Mangrove swamps important to coastal 
people for food and resources

• Lake Chad, Lake Volta, Niger River, Senegal 
River all important to West Africa

– We discussed all of these during Transition Zone



Society and Culture

• Hundreds of ethnic groups in West Africa

• More than 500 in Nigeria ALONE

• Top 5 ethnic groups:

– Yoruba

– Hausa

– Fulani

– Ibo

– Akan



West Africa TODAY

• Nigeria has the continents largest population

• West Africa= one of most populated regions in 
Africa

• Population growth explosion has placed strain 
on infrastructure



West Africa TODAY

• West Africa abundant in oil, natural gas, gold, 
coal, uranium deposits, diamonds

• Conflict diamonds= diamonds that are mined 
in war-torn areas and are used to finance wars

– “blood diamonds”



West Africa TODAY

• Corruption is a serious problem. 

– Discovery of valuable resources + unstable 
governments= toxic combo/bad idea/destabilizing



“Conflict Diamonds”
pgs. 542-543

• Where do workers get the diamonds from?

• What do rebel groups do with the money they 
earn from selling the rough, uncut diamonds?

• How do rebels get their conflict diamonds into 
the legally mined diamonds trade?

• What did the UN establish to deal with conflict 
diamonds?

• What does the Kimberley Process do?



“Empowering Women in West Africa”
pgs. 528-529

• According to the United States Agency for Gender 
Development, many West African countries rank high in 
what?

• What are the three hardships discussed that women face in 
West African countries?

• Why are efforts to improve the lives of women hard to 
accomplish? (3 reasons)

• What is the Maputo Protocol?

• What does the Maputo Protocol hope to do?

• Why have some countries refused to sign the Maputo 
Protocol?



Equatorial African Countries

• Democratic Republic of the Congo

• Cameroon

• Central African Republic

• Gabon

• Equatorial Guinea 

• Republic of the Congo

• South Sudan



Physical Geography
• Equatorial Africa is also called Central Africa or the Heart of 

Africa

• Named Equatorial Africa because this region is on or near 
the EQUATOR

• Tropical climate in Congo River Basin

– Large rainforest

• Almost size of Australia





The Congo Basin

• The Congo Basin is the second-largest river 
basin on Earth.

– A basin is an area that is drained by a river and its 
tributaries

• Congo River very important





4 Basic Layers in Rainforests



Physical Geography
• Ruwenzori Mountain Range- to the Northeast of 

the Congo basin

– Separates Congo basin from Nile basin

– “Mountains of the Moon”



Physical Geography

• Highlands surround a lot of 
the Congo Basin area

• Savanna covers a lot of 
southern Equatorial Africa



Equatorial Africa

• One of least densely populated regions in 
Africa

• The sub region has French being the most 
dominant language, reflecting France’s 
colonial influence.

• France had control over Congo region

– Economy based on cash crops

– Resource extraction and shipped out



Modern Equatorial Africa

• Christianity, Islam, and indigenous religions, 
such as animism, all practiced in the sub 
region.

• Natural resources have helped countries gain 
relative stability but problems persist

• A lot of Equatorial African countries have 
governments with histories of human rights 
abuses



Modern Equatorial Africa

• Due to its lack of financial resources, 
Equatorial Africa struggles to stop the spread 
of preventable diseases.



1 in 5 Children in Africa Do Not Have Access to Life-Saving 
Vaccines

• How many children under 5 years old die each year in 
Africa from vaccine-preventable diseases?

• What are 5 examples of vaccine-preventable diseases?

• How many deaths globally are caused per year from 
measles (2013 estimate)?

• How many of these deaths were in Africa (2013 
estimate)?

• Measles outbreaks are deadly in countries experiencing 
or recovering from what?

• What is AVW?



Modern Equatorial Africa

• Ethnic conflicts continue in the sub region.

– Central African Republic

– Dem. Rep. of the Congo

• UN High Commissioner for Refugees estimates 
“population of concern” is 4 million in 
Equatorial Africa

– Internally displaced persons





Modern Equatorial Africa

• The Ivory Trade- devastating consequences for 
African elephants
– High demand for ivory in china

– Most elephants in Equatorial Africa found in 
Cameroon

• Conflicts in Equatorial Africa have led to 
increased # of firearms available
– People use to hunt bushmeat

– Bushmeat= meat of animals hunted in “the bush” 
(forest)



Lost Boys of Sudan
Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of 

paper

• The Sudanese civil war has killed how many people?

• What tribe was hardest hit?

• Why are they called the Lost Boys?

• Who are the two kids that the film focuses on?

• Give at least 3-5 differences between the boys lives 
in Africa and their lives once they come to America.



South African Countries
10 mainland, 4 island countries

• Angola

• Zambia

• Malawi

• Mozambique

• Namibia

• Botswana

• Zimbabwe

• Lesotho

• Comoros

• Madagascar

• Seychelles Islands

• Swaziland

• South Africa

• Mauritius



Physical Geography
• The Great Escarpment= long cliff that separates two 

different altitude

– forms a nearly unbroken U-shape

– starting from the west coast and curving northeast.



Physical Geography

• Northern/Eastern regions are covered by the 
savanna

• Savanna is home to the Big Five lions, 
leopards, elephants, Cape buffalo, and 
rhinoceroses.



Physical Geography
• Kalahari Desert

– Semi-arid savanna; not exactly a “desert”

– Stretches through Botswana, Namibia, and South 
Africa



Major Rivers

• Okavango River

• Orange River

• Zambezi River

• Limpopo River



Modern Southern Africa

• Christianity is the most common religion as a 
result of Christian missionaries in the sub 
region.

• British, Portuguese, and Germans colonized 
majority of Southern Africa.



Problems in Southern Africa

• Poverty

• HIV/AIDS epidemic

• Gender inequality



South Africa

• This is the wealthiest and most highly 
developed nation in Africa.

– This country was an English colony. 

– Unlike other African colonies, many people from 
the UK immigrated to South Africa. (Moved there)

• As a result, English is widely spoken.



Apartheid
• For many years the whited minority 

ruled the country and also 
controlled the industries and 
farming. 

• A system of laws known as 
“apartheid”, (apartness), was used 
to maintain government control and 
domination of the black majority. 
(76% black, 13% white, and 9% 
other).



• Under apartheid blacks were 
segregated.
(Separate schools, public facilities, and 
neighborhoods.) 

Most importantly, blacks 
were not allowed to vote, 
even though Africa was 
considered to be a 
democracy.

Violence was used to control 
the black population.



• Mandela worked with the white-led 
government and in 1991 apartheid was ended 
and blacks were allowed to vote.



• In 1994, in its first truly 
democratic elections, the 
people elected Nelson 
Mandela as its new leader.

– In 1996, a new constitution 
was approved in South Africa. 

• It guaranteed equality for all.



The End of Apartheid
• In 1986, Europe and the US,, 

placed trade sanction against 
South Africa. 
– This forced them to examine their 

system of apartheid.

• In 1989, F.W. deKlerk, the new 
Prime Minister, began a program of 
reform.
– One of his first actions was to free 

Nelson Mandela, an anti-apartheid 
activist, from prison. (He had been in 
prison for 27 years.)





Victoria Falls -
Zimbabwe



Victoria Falls - Zimbabwe



Cape town oldest European city in 
Africa





Physical Geography

• The second largest of Earth’s continents.

• Most of Africa consists of plateau lands, 
(relatively flat land raised above sea level).



Political
• It contains 14% of 

the world’s 
population.

• Most of Africa’s 
population lives 
south of the Sahara.

– Africa has been the 
home to civilizations 
for thousands of 
years.



European Division

• In the 1800s much 
of Africa came 
under the control 
of European 
nations. 

• Even though they 
have all the since 
gained their 
independence, 
they are still 
struggling from the 
effects of 
colonization.



Africa Colonization

• At a conference in Berlin, Germany in 1884, 
European leaders divided the continent 
among European countries. 

• All of Africa, except Liberia and Ethiopia, were 
under European control by 1900.



• boundaries caused many problems

– They forced different ethnic groups to fight for a 
place in the newly formed governments. 

– This ethnic fighting continues today in many parts 
of the continent. Libya



• Modern Africa has the world’s highest 
population growth rate, and is facing multiple 
challenges in its industrial and social 
development.





ethnic groups

• Africa has more than 3000 
distinct ethnic groups. 

• While this has given Africa 
great diversity, it has also 
created problems in 
establishing stable 
governments which include 
multiple ethnic groups.



Tribalism

• African culture is dominated by a history of 
tribalism. 

• Most Africans have an allegiance to a tribal 
king or queen. 

– This makes it difficult for most national 
governments to make significant changes.



African Language

• More than 1000 languages are spoken in 
Africa. 

• Only about 50 of these languages are spoken 
by more than 500,000 people.

– The rest are spoken by only a few people.

– Many Africans are bilingual, speaking their own 
language and that brought by Europeans.





Religions

• Christianity is Africa’s most 
widespread religion. 

• Although this religion existed in 
Africa in the 4th century, it 
spread rapidly due to European 
colonization.



Religions

• Islam was introduced throughout northern 
Africa in the 7th century. 

• Due to trading patterns, it spread along the 
West Coast of Africa and along the southern 
boundaries of the Sahara Desert.





Religions

• About 15 percent of Africans practice indigenous, 
or local, religions.
– While these are of great diversity, they tend to have a 

single god or creator and other spirits that inhabit 
such things as trees, water, animal, and other things 
found in nature. 
• They may also include ancestral spirits. 

• These beliefs are sometimes referred to as animistic 
religions.



• Small numbers of Jews are also found in 
regions of Africa.

Religions





The Economy of Africa

• 1. Farming

• Many Africans remain subsistent farmers, 
(growing crops), and herders, (raising 
livestock), in order to provide for their needs.

– Commercial farming became widespread after 
European colonization. 

• These commercial farms still export coffee, cotton, 
cacao, (cocoa beans), peanuts, palm oil, and tobacco.



• 2. Mining
• Mining minerals provides the bulk 

of African export earnings.
• Libya, Nigeria, and Algeria are 

large petroleum producers.
• Africa produces three-quarters of 

the world’s gold. 
• It also produces nearly the entire 

world supply of gem and 
industrial diamonds.

• Other minerals such as uranium, 
copper, cobalt, and iron ore are 
also mined in Africa.

The Economy of Africa





• 3. Manufacturing

• In most African countries manufacturing are 
often related to its commercial farming and 
mining. 
– The country of South Africa has more 

manufacturing than any other country, (making it 
the wealthiest country on the continent.)
• Manufacturing in other parts of Africa is limited to 

small factories producing shoes, textiles, food products, 
and assembling consumer goods.

The Economy of Africa





Africa’s Economic Problems

• 1. Unstable Governments- Foreign investors 
are unwilling to risk investing in other 
countries where there is civil unrest.

– (The government doesn’t appear to have complete control 
over the country.)



Africa’s Economic Problems

• 2. Lack of Infrastructure- Many countries are 
unable to provide the requirements for potential 
investors; transportation systems, (roads, rail, 
ports, airports), a steady power supply, clean 
water, etc.



Africa’s Economic Problems

• 3. Untrained Workforce- The education system 
in many African nations is lacking. These areas 
will only attract low-skill, (and low-paying), 
jobs.



Africa’s Economic Problems

• 4. Population Growth Rate-
Thanks to western medicine, the 
people of Africa are living longer. 

– This, however, is causing another 
problem, rapid population growth. 
African nations will double in thirty 
years or less.



Liberia

• Liberia was “purchased” with US funds 
as a homeland for freed slaves, 
(beginning in 1822). 

• The name “Liberia” comes from the 
Latin word “liber” which means “free”.
– Like many African nations, Liberia is 

plagued with civil wars where groups fight 
for control of the country. 
• This restricts the country from building a 

strong economy and improving the lives of its 
people.



Why Does South Africa Have Three 
Capitals?

• South Africa has three capitals because 
different administrative units are housed at 
different locations.

• In Cape Town, you will find the country's 
Parliament. 

• In the Free State, Bloemfontein is the judicial 
capital whereas in Gauteng province

• Pretoria, the Union Buildings and the civil 
service are found here.





• Rather than fighting a bloody civil war, this 
country transformed itself into a model for 
peaceful political change.

– Nelson Mandela’s ability to put his bitterness 
aside and work for the good of his country has 
made him one of the most admired and respected 
men in history. 



Kenya
• granted independence from 

Britain 1963
• GDP-Per Capita Income (PPP)= 

$1,800
• Kenya enjoys relatively high 

political and social stability.
• The Kenyan Highlands comprise 

one of the most successful 
agricultural production regions 
in Africa.

• Kenya has considerable land 
area devoted to wildlife habitats



Kenya Sports

• the country is known for its dominance in 
Middle-distance and long-distance athletics. 

• Kenya has produced Olympic champions in 
various distance events, especially in 800 m, 
1,500 m,, 5,000 m, 10,000 m and the 
marathon. They dominate the world of 
distance running



Kenya Agriculture

• Agriculture is the second largest contributor to 
Kenya's gross domestic product (GDP).

• The principal cash crops are tea, horticultural 
produce, and coffee.

• Livestock predominates in the semi-arid 
savanna.

• Unfortunately, the country has not attained the level of 
investment and efficiency in agriculture that can 
guarantee food security and coupled with resulting 
poverty





Sudan

• This country had a civil war. 

• The majority of Arab/Muslim government is 
pitted against the black Christians and animist 
of the southern part of the country.

– This war has led to the deaths of 1.5 million 
people in the past 20 years, (war and famine 
related deaths).




